
The reality is that more and more Spanish companies and inventors are realizing the need to protect
their inventions through Industrial Property rights. This is demonstrated by the recently published
Patent Index 2024, according to which Spain has experienced a remarkable growth in the number of
European patent applications, reaching a cumulative increase of 44% over the last decade, with
Spain experiencing the highest growth in Europe.

Specifically, Spanish companies and inventors filed a total of 2,192 European patent applications in
2024, an increase of 3% compared to 2023 (2,129) and 10% compared to 2022 (1,974).

 

 HOW MANY PATENTS DID SPANISH COMPANIES AND INVENTORS FILE IN 2024?

 WHICH SECTORS FILED THE MOST PATENTS IN 2024?

Pharmaceutical sector 10.1%

Medical technology 7.4%

Biotechnology 7.4%

Transport 6.8%

EPO

Spain has seen a 44% increase in
European patent applications
over the last decade
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If we talk about the European scenario (EPO member states), patent applications in 2024 were
86,296, which is an increase of almost 12% compared to 2015 (76,194) patents, but only 0.03%
compared to 2023, when 86,060 applications were filed.

Globally, companies and inventors worldwide filed 199,264 European patent applications during
2024, up from 160,004 in 2015 (an increase of 20% over the last decade). In 2023, 199,452 were filed,
showing a slight decrease in the number of applications in 2024.

 

In terms of the world's top companies filing European patent applications in 2024, Samsung,
Huawei, LG, Qualcomm, RTX, Siemens, BASF, Ericsson, Sony and Robert Bosch stand out.

In the case of European companies belonging to EPO member countries, the top European patent
applicants include companies such as Siemens, BASF, Ericsson, Robert Bosch, Philips, Nokia, Signify,
Hoffman-La Roche, Volvo Group and British American Tobacco.

In terms of Spanish companies, the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) is in first place,
followed by Amadeus, Fundación Tecnalia Research & Innovation, Autotech Engineering, Telefónica,
Horse Powertrai Solutions, Ficosa Automotivve, Multiverse Computing, the Polytechnic University of
Catalonia and the University of the Basque Country.

 WHICH COMPANIES HAVE FILED THE MOST PATENTS IN 2024?
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 WHICH COUNTRIES HAVE FILED THE MOST PATENTS IN 2024?

1º United States 47,787 

2º Germany 25,033

3º Japan 21,062

4º China 20,081

5º Republic of Korea 13,107

15º Spain 2,192
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Another interesting finding of the Patent Index 2024 is the remarkable and exponential interest of
European SMEs and individual inventors in protecting their innovations, with both accounting for
22% of all European patent applications (the rest of the total is made up of universities and public
bodies, with 7%, and large companies, with 71%).

The above-mentioned index shows that the Unitary Patent system (which allows protection to be
obtained in 18 EU Member States through a single request to the EPO) continues to gain
prominence.

In 2024, unitary protection was requested for 25.6% of all patents granted by the EPO. 

Spanish patent holders (despite the fact that Spain is not currently a member of the Unitary Patent
and Unified Patent Court system) requested Unitary Patent protection for 50.7% of their granted
European patents.

 SMES AND INDIVIDUAL INVENTORS ARE BECOMING MORE AND MORE AWARE
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 THE UNITARY PATENT GAINS PROMINENCE IN 2024

Do you want to protect an invention?

At UNGRIA, we have a technical team that can advise you on the types of protection available for
your specific case and accompany you during the research, application, prosecution and monitoring
process.

Do you think you can patent an invention? Contact us for more information.

CONTACT US
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